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First Reading: Ezekiel 2: 3-5 | Psalm 123: 1-4
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10 | Gospel: Mark 6: 1-6
The last verse in today’s Gospel says of Jesus, “He was amazed at their lack
of faith,” in reference to the reaction and response He received from his own
neighbors when He returned and preached at the synagogue. Might the Lord
say the same about us? Might he be equally surprised at the lack of faith we
sometimes show? Faith is based upon trust, and that trust is at the core of the
readings on this Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
In the reading from the Prophet Ezekiel, our First Reading, God addresses
Ezekiel in this way: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites.” It is
somewhat surprising, but God calls Ezekiel the “son of man” 93 separate times
in this Book. Why? It would seem that Ezekiel is truly a man among men, and
he seems to represent all of humankind. Of course, the phrase “Son of man” is
what Jesus was most likely to call Himself at least 80 times in the Gospels.
Jesus wanted us to know that He was one of us.
God makes it clear to Ezekiel that He, the Lord, will provide Ezekiel the
strength to accomplish what He is calling him to do, in spite of the challenges it
presents. In the same way if God has called us to do something, He will give
us the strength to do it. That is what trust really is. We understand that we
cannot of our own strength and abilities accomplish what God may want us to.
To trust God is to have faith in Him.
After Jesus Himself and His Blessed Mother Mary, perhaps no one in Holy
Scripture trusted God any more than St. Paul. Today’s Second Reading from
the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians contains Paul’s perspective of
that. He mentions that “a thorn in the flesh was given to me…to keep me from
being too elated.” He is referencing the burdens he feels he must bear. When
we think of a thorn, we think of something small that might cause minor pain
and a minor inconvenience. It is worth knowing that the word translated as
“thorn”— skolops — can also be translated as a “tent stake,” more of a spike
than a small thorn. Nevertheless, regardless the translation it is something that
frustrates and troubles Paul.
Paul also knew, just as Ezekiel found in the First Reading, that when God calls
you to do something He provides you the power to do it. Paul knew that he
could not do what he felt he was called to do without assistance from the Holy
Spirit. Paul also states in the reading, “I will rather boast most gladly of my
weaknesses in order that the power of Christ may dwell in me. I am content
with weaknesses…for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am
strong.” Paul understood that the “grace” he received from God would be
sufficient to meet Paul’s every need. Perhaps each of us must accept his or
her weaknesses in order to be stronger in faith.
When Jesus says in today’s Gospel from the Book of Mark, “A prophet is not
without honor except in his native place and among his own kin and in his own
house,” He is expressing another one of those passages from Scripture that
has become very well known. Jesus understood, as did both Ezekiel and Paul
in the first two readings, that rejection is a price that those who believe must
sometimes pay. It hurt Him for sure to be rejected by people He considered
friends and people who were His neighbors.
One limitation that we all face is a sense of doubt and even mistrust by some
of those who are close to us. As indicated in the opening, Jesus also

expresses amazement at the unbelief of those close to Him. That is a limitation
and a frustration we all sometimes face. The question is, “Where is our belief?”
and “Where is our trust in God?” Jesus never seemed to be amazed at what
He saw in terms of the wonders of creation. What amazed Him was the lack of
faith among people. In spite of the rejection He experienced, He did not
hesitate to continue what He felt His ministry was. We need to have that same
determination, knowing full well that God is with us always.
_______________________________________________________________

Saturday
10:00 a.m.
Saturday
4:30 p.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m.

ANNOUNCED MASSES
July 7th – July 22nd, 2018
July 7th
Weekday
Lynn Geronimo – RIP – by Ofelia and Gerry
Roy
July 7th
Sunday Vigil
Wilfredo and Winifred Lanzaderas – RIP – by
Tommy and Emma
July 8th
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Maria Ponte – RIP – by the Ladies’ Auxiliary
Maria Palec – RIP – by the family

11:00 a.m.
Monday

July 9th

NO MASS

Tuesday
7:00 p.m.

July 10th

Weekday
Teodozia Straczek – RIP – by her daughter

Wednesday
9:00 a.m.

July 11th

Thursday
9:00 a.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m.

July 12th

Saturday
4:30 p.m.

July 14th

Sunday
9:00 a.m.

July 15th

Saint Benedict
For Souls in Purgatory – RIP – by Delta de
Ponte
Weekday
Ruby O’Neill – RIP – by Joan
Saint Henry
Simeona and Damaso Acuzar – RIP – by the
Acuzar family
Sunday Vigil
Remedios Josue – RIP – by Tommy and
Emma
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gaetano Margiotta – RIP – by the Ottoni family

July 13th

11:00 a.m.
Monday

July 16th

Tuesday
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday
9:00 a.m.
Thursday
9:00 a.m.

July 17th

Friday
9:00 a.m.
Saturday
4:30 p.m.

July 20th

Sunday
9:00 a.m.

July 22nd

11:00 a.m.

July 18th
July 19th

July 21st

Father Russell Schultz – RIP – by Irene and
Rene Vinet
NO MASS
Weekday
Bill Yvorchuk – RIP – by the family
Weekday
Mary Williams – RIP – by Joan
Weekday
Nelita Labergue – RIP – by Juvy Labergue and
family
Saint Apollinaris
For Souls in Purgatory – by Phil
Sunday Vigil
Victorino and Daniela Lanzaderas – RIP – by
Tommy and Emma
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Rita and Pietro Mosca – RIP – by the family
Adrian de Souza – RIP – by the family

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

NOTICE
The office will be closed this week, from July 9th until July 13th.

BE MY DISCIPLES NEWS
These are the children who received their
sacraments this past May and June 2018. Please
keep them and their families in your prayers.
CONFIRMATION: Shanelle Andino, Victoria Ana
Del Campo, Patricia Anne Distor, Everett Godfrey,
Isabella Deborah Iannotti, Joshua Frank Kebe,
Megan Lictaoa, Janine Moreno, Julian Nunzio Pace, Esteban Miguel
Picone, Janelle Anne Reyes, Edrick James Salmorin.
FIRST COMMUNION: Maria Crismika Dulo Arguel, John Louis Boado,
Ciaznee Kraziel Bunyi, Cayden Jeramiah Casimir, Alejandro Jose Del
Campo, Angel Del Pilar, Soham Simon D’Silva, Gavin Gabriel Gonzales,
Sienna Grace Hart, Charelle Francess Hernaez, Lance Conrad Oriondo
Hernandez, Sophia Ibrahim, Joseph Lagaras Aburquez, Ghian Landicho,
Jayzel Andrea Magat, Jericho Emmanuel Magat, Amelia Caitlin Monaghan,
Matthew Benjamin Monaghan, Andrew Benjamin Odulio, Bella Marie
Pagay, Anthony Joseph Peralta Atacador, Ranzo-Rai Silvestre, Robsen
Rai Sivestre, Hailey alexa Soliven-Bergantinos.
The REGISTRATION Forms for 2018 - 2019 Be My Disciples are still
available. ALL children of the Parish must be registered in this faith
transmission and education program. All parishioners who have
children between the ages of Kindergarten and Junior High, please enquire
at the office or call Connie Kuhr for information – back of the church
bulletin. The DEADLINE was June 24, 2018. Registrations after that date
will be charged a late fee of $25.00 per person. We will contact in midAugust all those who are registered in the program.
HOLY HOUR
Silent adoration every Tuesday evening, following
the 7:00pm mass (from 7:30pm to 8:30pm) Also,
Adoration every Friday, following the 9:00am mass
(from 9:30am to 10:30am). Come and spend some
time with the Lord!
"Our Lord hears our prayers anywhere, but He has
revealed to His servants that those who visit Him in the Eucharist will
obtain a more abundant measure of grace." -St.Alphonsus Ligouri

